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Lewiston’s 5th Street redevelopment; library at center.



Smart growth represents characteristics 
of vibrant communities—walkable 
neighborhoods, mixed-use development, 
transportation and housing options, open 
space and others. Smart growth is a set 
of choices we can make to build better 
communities. One of the best ways to 
learn about smart growth is to see it in 
action, all around us. It’s also important to 
celebrate examples of smart growth that 
make our communities successful. For these 
reasons Idaho Smart Growth launched 
the Grow Smart Awards program in 2005. 
The program recognizes the exemplary 
application of smart growth principles in 
projects nominated from around the state. 
A volunteer jury of experts and professionals 
deliberates and selects awards based on smart growth principles. Over the years we have given over 100 awards in 25 
communities. For more on past recipients, organized by location and year, visit www.idahosmartgrowth.org/portfolio/
grow-smart-awards/.  

The Boise River Greenbelt celebrates 50 years.

The Grow Smart Awards

2019 Grow Smart Awards Event
The 2019 Grow Smart Awards event is at the Linen Building in downtown Boise on 
Nov. 13, with special guest Robert Liberty providing the keynote talk.

Idaho Smart Growth gratefully acknowledges the support of the all event sponsors:

Program Sponsors: Harris Ranch, CCDC, Givens Pursley, Angstman Johnson
Media Sponsors: CSHQA, Idaho Power, Clark Wardle, Hale Development, Garden City 
Urban Renewal Agency
Table Sponsors: ACHD, Andersen Construction, Boise Parks and Recreation and 
Planning and Development Services departments, City of Caldwell, HDR, Logan 
Simpson.

With special thanks to Bittercreek Alehouse and all the volunteers who make this program possible. 

■  Mark Baltes, board member, North End Neighborhood Association; owner, Landmark Impressions.  ■  Doug 
Cooper, principal, McKibben + Cooper Architects.  ■  Daren Fluke, comprehensive planner, city of Boise. ■  
Melissa Galli, Realtor; board member, Idaho Smart Growth.  ■  Maureen Gresham, director, ACHD Commuterride.  
■  Jenah Thornborrow, development services administrator, Garden City.  ■  Jaap Vos, program head, Bioregional 
Planning and Community Design, University of Idaho.  ■  Dana Zuckerman, commissioner, Capital City 
Development Corp.; founder Dwell Boise, LLC.  ■
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Robert Liberty

Our sincere gratitude to the 2019 Jury: 
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Top right, Waterfront District developer Jim Neill describes 
the project at the 2019 Porch Party and Walking Tour 
in Garden City. Waterfront District was a 2006 GSA 
recipient. Center, ISG staff member Deanna Smith 
leads the 2018 tour. Below, staff and volunteers share 
information at A Fair on the Square in Ketchum. Anove, 
Nancy Chaney and Renee Magee, front, ISG board members 
and Charles Hummel Award recipients, with staff from the 
city of Moscow at the 2019 September celebration there.

In addition to the annual Grow Smart 
Awards event in Boise in November, we are 
finding new ways to celebrate smart growth 
projects in Idaho. For the past two years, 
we have brought attention to past GSA 
recipients outside of Boise and honor their 
accomplishments in their home communities. 
In 2018 we partnered with the city of Ketchum 
to celebrate six prior awardees from the Wood 
River Valley during Ketchum’s A Fair on the 
Square festival in May. This summer we went 
to Moscow to join Preservation Idaho’s annual 
awards program to highlight another six past 
GSA recipients. Also in the last two years 
we’ve held the Porch Party and Walking Tour 
in September, to revisit Boise-area awardees 
and to announce the current year’s crop of 
awards.

Other Grow Smart Awards Celebrations

We’re looking for nominations 
for the next GSA awards. 
Nomination information is 
here: idahosmartgrowth.org/
nominate. Awardees can be 
from any year and any place in 
Idaho.



4

The Boise River Greenbelt is celebrating its 50th anniversary 
this year, but the idea was first spelled out in 1961 in 
Boise’s first comprehensive planning effort. The planning 
consultant proposed that the city “acquire land along the 
Boise River so as to create a continuous green belt of public 
lands stretching along the river throughout the entire length 
of the community.” In the past two years the final segment 
of that path was completed; today the greenbelt extends 
more than 25 miles, on both sides of the river within the 
city limits, and continues downstream to Garden City and 
Eagle, for a total of nearly 50 miles. It is widely regarded 
as one of the signature natural assets in Boise, the “crown 
jewel” in the city’s “Ribbon of Jewels” of parks and public 
spaces along the river.

Challenges to creating a greenbelt pathway included a 
lack of dedicated city funding and the unwillingness of 
some landowners to selling any of their land for pathway 
development. Years of river contamination and debris 
dumped along the banks also needed remediation. Yet the 
momentum was underway; people were floating parts of 
the river in the late ‘50s, and the desire for urban outdoor 

recreation was growing. 
The city adopted the 
“Boise River Greenbelt 
Comprehensive Plan and 
Design” in 1969 and city 
leaders and community 
volunteers began the 
long task of assembling 
property and developing 
the pathway.

Today the Greenbelt serves a wide range of community 
benefits. It provides a mixed nonmotorized paved 
pathway for both recreation and transportation users, and 
connectivity among neighborhoods and communities. It 
preserves open space and natural beauty within the riparian 
corridor and provides ecological benefits like wildlife 
habitat, shade, water and air pollution control, erosion 
protection and floodwater collection. Most importantly, it 
is a great example of community collaboration to create a 
shared vision—and then to hold on to it. 

Boise River Greenbelt
Planning and perseverance

Jury notes: 
“It’s such a no-brainer. It’s a spectacular project and hits so many 
of the smart growth principles it seems like it deserves a special 
category. It’s SO good.”
“It encourages compact development even while it preserves 
natural landscapes.”

City  council member Bill Onweiller, center, was one of the 
Greenbelt’s many champions.



Making outreach fun 

McCall in Motion

Perhaps the most important aspect of a community plan—
apart from implementation—is how much the public is 
involved in its development. Outreach is crucial to getting 
widespread participation in the planning process and 
whether people care about the result. Yet 
public involvement is fragile—too much of it 
can lead to “planning fatigue,” and people will 
disengage.

In 2017 the city of McCall was ready to begin 
the public outreach for three separate plans: a 
comprehensive plan update, a transportation plan 
and a local housing strategy. A small resort town 
with stellar natural assets and a strong sense of 
community, McCall is especially vulnerable to the 
growth pressures facing Idaho in general. Knowing 
that three separate public outreach efforts would cause 
fatigue, and since land use, housing and transportation 
are so interrelated, McCall chose to integrate the 
outreach. They called the process “McCall in Motion.”

MIM reached out to the widest variety of stakeholders 
with the goal of making participation easy and fun. The 
team went to where people gather, at public events, listening 
sessions, booths, workshops and bistros, as well as online 
surveys and interactive maps. In all, over 3,000 participants 
responded to the MIM outreach, more than the city’s 
population. 

The approach is already 
producing results and since 
the plans’ adoption, McCall 
has updated its development 
codes; focused attention on 
the Central Business District, including forming a new 
urban renewal district; developed the McCall Housing 
Program and the Local Housing Initiative; and improved 
sidewalks and completed the Wooley Pathway.

Project Team
City of McCall, Logan Simpson, Kittelson & Associates, 
Agnew::Beck, Zions Bank Public Finance, Harmony 
Design and Engineering, Horrocks Engineers.

Jury notes: 
“It’s very holistic. It’s very comprehensive. It looks beyond 
the little pieces.”

MIM is 
organized as a series 

of six volumes that make up the 
plan but can read like separate magazines. 

McCall
In Mot Ion

McCall Area Comprehensive Plan

Existing
conditions
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Kootenai Street Traffic Calming Plan
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In today’s public discourse a frequent 
complaint is that government is not 
listening to the people. The charge may be 
debatable, but not in the case of this award. 
Ada County Highway District, the lead 
government agency behind the Kootenai 
Street Traffic Calming Plan, not only listened 
to people the first time, it returned to listen 
again and ultimately produced a plan that 
received overwhelming approval from 
the neighborhood as well as other nearby 
entities. The plan is the result of a citizen-led initiative 
to address traffic concerns on Kootenai Street on Boise’s 
Bench. This historic street is characterized by charming 
homes and landscaping, mature street trees, two local 
schools and a strong neighborhood spirit. Neighbors were 
concerned about traffic safety and the sense that their 
peaceful street was becoming a rogue cut-through arterial. 

ACHD and its consultant HDR went into the project with 
the idea that robust public outreach was crucial and along 
the way expanded the opportunities for outreach and 
comment. Three public open houses and two property-
owner meetings were held, along with meetings with 
two neighborhood associations, the city and the school 
district. Comments were taken at meetings, the website 
and e-mail and regular 
mail. 

The outreach brought 
strong engagement, and 
ACHD’s design team 
returned to the drawing 
board three times. The 
resulting study offers an array of traffic safety solutions 
in this 1.5-mile stretch of Kootenai Street, including 
narrowed traffic lanes, marked bike lanes, chicanes, curb 
bulb-outs and a flashing beacon intersection. It preserves 
on-street parking and completes the sidewalk on one side. 
When implemented it will be a good example of how a 
street can serve a variety of interests —residents, drivers, 
walkers and bikers—that are often at odds.

Listening to people

 Jury notes: 
“Awarding a plan awards the collaboration. Awarding the 
people involved. Giving kudos to the stakeholders involved.”



The Lewiston City Library began in 1903 in an 
Andrew Carnegie-funded building near the 
downtown but in the 1980s it moved up the hill to 
a commercial storefront in the Orchards. When 
that space became inadequate an effort started in 
the 2000s to bring the library back downtown. The 
recession created a challenge, and voters declined a 
series of bond elections for a new library. A number 
of interests persevered—including the library board, 
the downtown business association, the city and its 
urban renewal agency—recognizing the potential of 
a new library to be a catalyst in the redevelopment 
of 5th Street in the historic downtown. One 
deciding factor was a study showing the majority of 
library users lived within a 10-15 minute walk of the 
proposed location. 

In 2011 the library board and city purchased the 
historic 1901 Erb Hardware store at 5th and D 
streets. A library foundation was created to raise 
private capital and in 2012 the 20,000-square-
foot ground floor was completed at a cost of $4.7 
million—40% city funds and 60% private. The 
new library was an immediate success, with visits 
skyrocketing from 53,000 in 2012 in the old location 
to 160,000 in 2013 in the new one. 

Meanwhile the city and urban renewal agency 
completed the redevelopment of 5th Street, 
burying overhead powerlines, installing new 
street lights, trees and streetscape amenities, as 
well as new water, stormwater, sewer and high-
speed internet infrastructure. In 2017, the library 
partners completed another 15,000 square feet on 
the library’s second floor, adding dedicated spaces 
and meeting rooms. The public meeting room 
now houses the Lewiston City Council meetings 
as well as community events.  Public art has been 
placed throughout the downtown. The library has 
succeeded as a downtown catalyst and remains 
a favorite destination. One community member 
noted, “Until the Library opened, I never used to see 
kids downtown.”
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Library building before 
redevelopment, left, and 
after, below.

Public-private partnership

Jury notes: 
“It’s the kind of use that attracts other uses.”
“This embodied as many of the principles 
as you can get within one project. It was 
great.”

Lewiston City Library
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Charles Hummel Award: ElJay Waite

ElJay Waite quotes his former boss 
and fishing buddy Caldwell Mayor 
Garret Nancolas, “A vision without a 
funding source is nothing more than 
a hallucination.” The story of ElJay’s 
long career as Caldwell’s finance 
director is that of providing a funding 
stream to make Caldwell’s vision a 
reality. 

ElJay was born and raised in Nampa 
and graduated from Boise State 
University with a bachelor’s degree 
in accounting in 1985. He worked for many years in finance at the 
DeLamar silver mine near Silver City, in Idaho’s Owyhee Mountains. 
In 1998 he started as finance director at the city of Caldwell, when 
Garret Nancolas began his first term as mayor, and retired last year. In 
1998, he coauthored the Caldwell Urban Renewal Agency Plan with 
Mayor Nancolas, and served as the URA chairman until 2016. During 
that time the agency completed the Indian Creek daylighting project 
(a 2010 Grow Smart Award recipient), the Caldwell Family YMCA, the 
Caldwell airport terminal project, the Canyon County administrative 
building, industrial sites in the SkyRanch business park, the Treasure 
Valley Community College building and many other development 
partnerships, both public and private. 

ElJay is a firm believer that new growth pays for itself, but it needs 
guidance from the community. The urban renewal plan provided a 
roadmap for Caldwell’s growth and attracted solid investment. During 
his tenure the assessed value in the urban renewal district grew 
tenfold, from $60 million to over $600 million. The rest of the city’s 
value increased more than four times in the same period, to over $2.4 
billion. Urban renewal, coupled with impact fees and other finance 
packages that ElJay instituted, has allowed Caldwell to pursue a vision 
of high-paying jobs, clean industry, a higher standard of living and 
strong community partners. When the downtown district sunsets in 
2022 the increased tax base will provide options for the city to offer 
property tax relief and pursue its vision into the future. 

For the inspiration to remain at work in public service ElJay credits 
Garret Nancolas, whom he has known since 1990, and everyone 
who has served on the city council. He stays engaged, and recently 
completed the feasibility study for a second urban renewal district in 
north Caldwell, which is expected to generate similar results. He plans 
to help local governments with financial master plans. He has many 
family and civic connections to stay involved with. And maybe do a 
little fishing. 

ElJay Waite was instrumental in providing the funding 
source for Caldwell’s dramatic revitalization, including 
daylighting Indian Creek and the TVCC building, above,  
and Indian Creek Plaza, top. Below, ElJay enjoys 
retirement on the Columbia River.

 

The Charles Hummel Award is given by the Idaho Smart Growth Board of Directors in honor of the renowned 
Idaho architect and ISG co-founder. Since 2010, the board selects an individual who exemplifies Charles’ personal 
integrity, dedication to smart growth principles and commitment to the built and natural environments. 
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Thank you!

Sponsor of 
2019 Porch Party and Walking Tour



Idaho Power has the resources  
to take your business  
to the next level...

• We offer cash incentives for  
 businesses of all sizes who design  
 and build facilities with energy  
 efficient technologies, systems  
 and strategies.

• Our business prices are  
 30% below the national average.

• Nearly 50% of our energy comes  
 from clean, renewable hydropower.

• We award about $13 million  
 annually to businesses who  
 participate in energy-saving  
 programs.

Clean today.
Cleaner tomorrow.TM

We’ve set a goal to provide  
100% clean energy by 2045.

idahopower.com/business

Idaho Smart Growth is an independent statewide 501c3 
nonprofit organization whose mission is to bring people to-
gether to create great places to live. Smart growth is an ap-
proach to community development that makes sense eco-
nomically, environmentally and socially. It aims to increase 
property values, conserve land and resources, provide more 
housing and transportation choices, promote active living and 
foster a strong sense of community.

We work with neighborhood groups, developers and local 
governments to encourage development that is more com-
pact, makes walking and biking safer, includes a mix of land 
uses and preserves open space. Through facilitated engage-
ment, we bring all parties to the table for best results. 

Our work is made possible by contracts, grants and the sup-
port of members and sponsors. If you’re not already a mem-
ber, please consider supporting us. More information is avail-
able at idahosmartgrowth.org or by calling 208-333-8066. 

     

Smart Growth Principles
There are ten recognized smart growth principles leading 
to better land use and community development:

• Mix land uses
• Create walkable neighborhoods 
• Provide a variety of transportation choices
• Create a range of housing opportunities and 

choices
• Adopt compact building patterns and efficient 

infrastructure design
• Preserve open space, parks, farmland, natural 

beauty and environmentally critical areas
• Strengthen and direct development toward 

existing communities
• Make development decisions predictable, fair 

and cost-effective
• Foster distinctive communities with a strong 

sense of place 
• Encourage community and stakeholder 

collaboration in development decisions

Media Sponsor


